Acute necrotic stomatitis (noma) associated with methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus infection in a newly acquired rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta).
A newly acquired rhesus macaque was suffering from rapid destruction of the left cheek caused by necrotizing stomatitis. To restore reconstructive surgery and intensive care with antibiotics, wound protection, wound healing agents, and debridement were applied. Staphylococcus aureus and Enterococcus faecalis were isolated from the culture of the lesion, and the antibiotic susceptibility test revealed methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus infection. Vancomycin and ampicillin-sulbactam effectively treated the bacterial infections, and reconstructive surgery was performed once the infection was cleared. Topical application of recombinant human epidermal growth factor (rhEGF) was useful to treat exposed wound of the noma lesion. Simian noma associated with methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) had not previously been reported in non-human primates. Although noma associated with MRSA is hard to cure because of its rapid and destructive progress, the aggressive therapy used in this study led to the successful resolution of an acute necrotic stomatitis lesion in a rhesus macaque.